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During the following year, from the midst of
his busy law practice, Lincoln watched the Whig
party go to pieces. He saw a great part of its
vote lodge temporarily among the Know-Nothings,
but before the end of the year even they began to
lose their prominence. In the autumn, from the
obscurity of his provincial life, he saw, far off,
Seward, the most astute politician of the day, join
the new movement. In New York, the Republi-
can state convention and the Whig state conven-
tion merged into one, and Seward pronounced a
baptismal oration upon the Republican party of
New York.
In the House of Representatives which met
in December, 1855, the anti-Nebraska men were
divided among themselves, and the Know-
Nothings held the balance of power. No can-
didate for the speakership, however, was able
to command a majority, and finally, after it
had been agreed that a plurality would be suf-
ficient, the contest closed, on the one hundred
and thirty-third ballot, with the election of a
Republican, N. P. Banks. Meanwhile in the
South, the Whigs were rapidly leaving the party,
pausing a moment with the Know-Nothings,
only to find that their inevitable resting-place,